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How. Little Esie ‘Found  Some' Wonderful Earth

Which Made Her Poor Old Grandfather
Immensely Wealthy

i
and he hved in

LD Mr. Herold was a florist.
a little house that was hargdly mor than a
shed, at the end of a lot

with mapy plants of

greculiouse fillad

the cheaper sort, for he-wak

poor end had no, rich customers whe could pay bis
prices for choice fowers. He couldu’t import plants
that 1n far-away countries
wild but beautiful

are "W

in !lt: Was

mere weeds, g

1T
» places, Jl.ll ~\‘H

1M er
ing

then

here as H"'['; al exoties, as wealthy florists can do;
but. instead, he raised ferns, elephant plants, palws
and simple flowers which the poor people bougit 3
and st out in their gardens and percics m th .
summer:; but in the nter he was n hard
pressed for the means of hiving
He seemed té be unfortunate, also. Many a time
when he had obtained a rar plant and set it-oul
i1 his greenhouse it withered and failed to prosper N ¥
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ALL. THE HOUSES [O OPEN THEIR MOUTHS
s hould  with sueh e@ he mave all his  travel on a dav like this! The thermometer is nearly
flowers, ' dowmr 1o Zzero, and the wind cuts liké¢ a pruning
1§ ittle granddaunziiter, Elsie, often wept oever Lknife!”
wese 1a atéred them with hier teaps, it fa-t, “Stay here.” added Elsie, “and be our guest until
and bemoaned their less z< if they had been live 1 warmer.”
pets, for she had been e nst like them in the “l would gladly do so, even if I had to stay until In the first place, instead of a sharp winter gale

. sunny grecihon had known no other pring, but I must go ¢r. my way!” responded the whistliug about her ears, the softest of summer
h aged man, with a broad smile. “I have important breezes were gently blowing, and instead of a va-
But Elsie. at anv rate. had not been a failurd business far away and must hasten!” cant lot, distigured by broken bricks. piles of ashe
<] ‘ bennie | rosy and fre So he went away, and Grandpa laid himself down . old tin eans, rusty iron,and bits of paper, she be-
S n ti id she sang like for hi ternoon nap on an cld motheaten sofa held a marvelous garden, where au array of wonder-
‘ i msoling grandfather for the near ihe sto Elsie went pottering about among = fyl flowers of unknown species and shapes confront-
. S 1 s she often was saddened 1! : flowers and plants, for they were to her what  od her wherever she furfied, hedged in by tall and
‘ liis poverty and yearned to l'.{‘!,','f ns and lambs are to a little ;{il'l on a farm, or  j.0u¢iful trees loaded with all manner of strange
nd : it so-that hewounld not have dolls and kittens to a ehild in s eity house, as she fraits] e
: , " : !
1o o 1 <0 ceasclessly., She had no toys ."I" I"élyf\?lllll;»\ of her (1!\‘El. ; 7 Qhe was a0 astonnded thit for ax saitant ahe B
blamed the soi' in the greenhouse. She turned up the soft earth, poking about in it : . =8
‘It may be 1" «aid Mr. Herold. I can- with hcr chubby fingers and peering down into it to ~ tated and half turned to step back into the green-
14 .. Yet L have tested it often, and it seems see if she could discover some-of the mysterious house, but the thought of the smirking \""."_“:“K
rood I+ } | t » bacteri: V‘:z:'i feed the ;.lum-rn-nl\ :-n:l ~ul}vl(‘~hl_" her >Yu}:])"(]. 'x“.br "t O '\r l“a'\',’. there was ”U‘“”:V
" %What's bacteria, and what ood is it?” asked hand touched soincthing hard and cold. The next }“‘L":"‘"‘If"_““l"‘“%“l‘h’“‘ “"“l=‘4"}“¢hﬂ““ that ,"]“.‘“‘_‘
Els moment she d out a pair of ancient iron- lej: 4( | -1< 11« lti ‘..to“‘ .:Th.. T?"S](‘,‘ .-ia_\l\“ “(n_\{ ll'?l.Lt
Bacteria are ver nv things - d8a5all 1hat bound spectac rusted and covered with carth. 1"' -}an “‘_-’ :”"’k h‘.uf“ﬂ "’;“' ]:‘"‘1 ““'“““‘f‘ p
ne« 1 might od microse ‘ .m. and After examining them curiously she thought that (I‘-l_f‘ \34”' might retreat to the little green door- o
\ R 5 ke Little 1 The ¢ alive: } they  Perbaps Grandpa had lost them long ago. and she ':;’“' ?]'” bl ‘_’“” I a] /9 th of. the whit
2 - '3 s 5t the air. and ' then cledned :I}t‘m. P “.i\hil‘u.' the iron until it shone, Bt ':‘\,‘ ';“'f' "l_!‘:"' ; ””‘:"! *“_,"‘f‘.“‘"““ !’ﬂ"‘l ;{'\\“ ‘H'"
SEl s A 2 arth as nitrie acid for ‘the plants to _ after wi she placedythem on her nose, where ' I KI" O . ‘.‘l““_'“j'..' g f} - I"
. i i T thev wobbled d: rously. carciully in ordor to upun‘«.n 1 \\w.uhvr to the oll
us I . . o7 " thie: StRRE i bn AR Ao lorist, for she knew that be'd be much interested in
things, and we ! 1Y o LR LIS ,.\\-;}:‘ yeid hons ;).}.',]”“m she i“,_)‘ all that she saw; but as she walked she very soon
1¢ ) . : o i3 i e A it was :j.:ir.rln -~l.|'1;;:mi m‘: perceived that every flower here; no matter 1x'_m‘
e ordinary, plain dvellinge i.Y was Tamiliar it »~<-v:xm|_ at first :lﬂm:v. was widely dif-
L4 “Poa uu ! . 2 ne wrong cobure. Eopitt satsnad B lv alive! Terent from an; thing ever seen in any greenhonse
kind ck—back—what do you « m vt sy et Tt bt 4 :r i Here were some enormous peonies, flaming red
“B Well, ther ) ) \ 4*“ kind i ‘l -l : :." ¢ ; 1;‘ g _“‘\T I and each bearing deep 4n ifs erimson bosom a tiny
o ™. emed ”l“.:l i a r_ww": wide :m.n:,:_ why w‘izi iyul:"‘il oSt o "‘.Ei”!\: here werd :"““.”"\.”'r"‘ the centre (.'!'
have g weak sort b e b S to Swrallow- i TRl deieany a clock with hands pointing but noiselessly
Perha i 1 il sy Gl ng the hour: never a tick disturbed the silence
“1 will try get a ° Qh and her oves fell on ©f thet wondrous gavden; here were live cat-tails
inocu he soil ] the l{ YOR -y ii.:'lx ke waving 1';_'”'. and pussy willows bearing rows of
“Whs 1at ] nating 1t!” i i ‘-~,~.1‘ "l g "w"il tiny sleeping kitiens on every slender braneh; dog-
Flsie e A ';l".‘"‘fu ‘pi\'!n;'\:k‘- l\h wood trees in bloom, upon whieh puppies (‘Jf all
1 18 hing,” said h “A soil t5 i "T'x th ‘I""w"'-' %% Kkinds were clustered ﬂul'nl,}'. vvaiting to be shaken
‘ nHg I ) r La will aet jus v ,“‘\-;'v.'ll-."’ ki g Flsie. aftor down by the next breeze; tiger lilies that had real
] oast sugh and spread -1 roh it w1 by - O e rie ol ae T Lt tjger’s heads, small but perfect. and guéte threaten-
: , oyt m it of fright. “Things copldn’t peally aet so, . but fs it dtems. Fon-irkicl Slleie v
B dl "_ \ . P 1 1 | | i Lot ‘1 ohe %A thtiin-duad I‘ﬂ('{t‘ri ! 'l“‘.('_\' ]){)\.'l‘ 3 “‘r"’;”i fast toe their stems, for whniet LA%10 was
no : e sadl] ¢ i gy T . - dhec- ol Beit  wha grateint
At that m - fot he ‘ oh ‘ {'\ s ’ '1}.”“,[,13 14:) lA?‘_:”_‘. ass, but what- There were the queerest combinations of land and
G S0 s fo 1 R e e Fhen she  looked ore calmly, over at the \
nd Jl"‘ g iy ' ‘:, o ‘ i strangely aecting hous and posters, which ©¢on
an £ S . ‘ 3 ‘, Nadc e tinued to move and grimace at her. and then she
Ril) = IO -8s T th e statue of General Lafayoile was tip-
;.<. d al him 11l 1 i kod tl 1 t ray across the park JY\H"J‘I" toward her,
' tor ncthing t 1t | ligiously and stopping now and i
Ve have nothing .|=x | i e “p to the frowning houses on ‘each
LI Jhr oy that, but we ar smed about to swallew him if he
b be.” ; ‘med the little girl; but when ©
= G ATE WA 1 L re, bl reat deal y poster sprang from the fenee,
tl Id smiline ! I am thauk » General and stepped Dt with
Sot B 1 | nt, 1 I have eaten b slie began to be afraid of
ng lor nt a ) 3 + somcthing happening to herself,
fsie ran quickly E bread, for she feared She was about to eall her grandfather, when she
that am old man who had eaten nothing for zw.:i"! suddenly spicd a little green door in the green-
a week might "{"”“)"" over at any momeud.  She  hguse wal that she had never seen before. In faet,
ha onee without food for a whole day, and  ghe was quite sure that it had not beep there a mo-

» terrible, she thougl t. so what must it feel  ent hofore. 1t was only large endugh to admit a

arve for seven d: 3 - : ehild of her own size, and seemed as if it had been
i Now. when she brought it. ‘;" old man ate with  pade on purposc to afford her an opportunity of
some  difficulty .-x|1nl not mearly as ecagerly as 1 ageaping the General and the figure in red and black
rved man would, she thought. but she laiq that  with him.
" sel H " b T " | . s ke e . =
to his age: and she conid not help wondering that At any rate, Elsie didn’t stop to pounder over it

o genially at her all the tune.

fact was, that the old man was a great and
wonderful wizard, who spent his time discovering
and rewarding kind children, and he was so de-
lighted at finding tl.is rosy-checked, merry 1ass that
he couldn’t conceal his joy. When he

’ of a large piece of bread with great

i

said: -

) od 3 . .
niled or wonder how it eame there; she instantly darted

to it, and Iaid lier hand on the little ~lass knob at
its side and it “opened quite readily. She sprang
into the weleome opening and promptly closed the
little green door behind her.

lnstead of finding herself in.a cleset. or else in
the familiar vacant lot beside the greenhouse, eithes
of-which would have been natural, seeing that the
little door was in the greenhouse wall, Elsie, to her
vest amazement and utter bewilderment, instantly
saw that she' was in am cntirely sirange place, the
like ‘of which’ she had never dricamed of. '

lm'l ‘“-xm,_u'll
dithiculty, he

“Now T will journeyon, but T thank you for yeur
char and I hope you will be rewarded in some
way.”

“But,” interrupted Grandpa Hepold, “vou can’t

PUSSY-WILLOWS WITH LIVIN
PUSSIES ON THEM
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The Marvelous Spectacles Which a Kind Old
Wizard Put Where a Tender-Hearted Little
Girl Could Find Them

L
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startish erowing on stalks, clams and

sea plants,

ovsters and crabs and lobsters on bushes like

masses of seaweed, tall grasses with tips spreading
out ;:n«l "l‘lur!”i l‘Ii:‘-t"h' ll!.( ]H';H"N'];.\ fu;T‘n: s,

i bells softly
tinkled as she brushed past, others with little black
and blue ducks’ heads opening their yellow beaks,
beetles, quivering aloft in flash-
ing. dazzling hues on the points of green spears;

bushes bearing myriads of tiny that

but never v!\lm'li

fountain plants, undreamed-of marvels, that spout-
ed streams of gleaming water high in air: gigantie
lilies, each holding the tiniest wax-like doll that
really seemed alive, in itz white hollow, and alpha-
bet plants, the broad leaves of which were covered
with letters. :

I could take a whole page in deseribing the woun-
ders that Elsie cfamined so carefully, having com-
pletely forgotten about the smirking General, but I
have not the space to Think of the oddest

thing yvou ean imagine, and, depeud upon it,

do so.

saw just that!

She had roved again and again from end to end
R na ] ) sl thin
of the magie garden, and I think that there was not

a plant growi

inspected

« there that she had not carefully
when she suddenly thought that hours
have passed since she entered it and, reflecting
r Grand must be worrving about her ab-
sence, she hastily started for the Little green door.

But on the way hither she vemembered what he
had said about getting some different soil for the
onhbuse. What than this eould be
found, thought elever Elsie; and without more ado
she knelt down and began to dig up the rich, black
earth and throw it into her apron. MHer hands were
grimy when she had gathered ail she could earry,
but that did not matter. It was all she could do to
totter 10 the door with her burden, but she man-
aged to open it without spilling more than a hand-
ful of the precious soil, and dropping from off her
nose the ancient irou spectacles. which, strange to
say. she had forgotten all about!

There stood Grandpa Herold, having just awak-
ened from his nap, staring-at her perspirving face
and soiled hands, but when she dropped her load of
black carth to the floor he asked:

“Why, where on earth did you get that?”

“I—I—in the vacant lot—that 15, 1
Anvway, it's right outside through that
litile areen door!” puffed . ihe tived little givl,-as
she looked at lier grimy hands. and pointed to the
but whey she followed Grandpa’s surprisel
clance anud zaw that the green door had utterly van-
ished, leaving nothing bui the whitewashed wall,
she, 100, looked amazed. ‘Nor were the old iron-
boundk spectacles to be seen! She had, very likely,
dropped them outside the door when she opened it.
Graudpa smiled kKindly and merrily.

“1t was there, Grandna! I certainly came right
through it this very minute !” Elsie declored. “May-
be it was the spectacles that made me see it, for
now it's gone!”

“If vou siw a door theve it must have been some-
thing unusual that made you see, it!” responded
Grandpa, langhing at her puzzled face. “I have
been asleep. and dreamed that -1 the houses here-
abouts were laughing at me, and so I suppose you've
been asleep, too!”

“Nao, indeed! T have been very bus:, and all that
carth proves it!” protesied Elsie, and then she told
her strange tale. «Grandpa tried hard to pooh-pooh
it, but the prosf was in that pile of black carth on
the floor, and he conldn’t pooh-pooh that.

“Well, we will try it, at any rate, and see whether
it’s magie soil or not,” said he. “We will place it in
different parts of the greenhouse and watch the re-
sult. but T fear it will be our wsual luck.”

So the earth was distributed between the plants

or better” soil

spose il wa

that lot!
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and Grandpa Herold prepared to wait uutil spring

fior developments. My, but wasn’t he the most
prised florist on earth to find that everything h
altered the very next morning! All the pla ]
shot up to the glass roof, and already were
flowers of a size and beauty that amazed } g
was not a bit surprised, but calmly surveyed eve
thing, and said:

“There! 1
funny bug= in it

“Why, our fortune is made!”
hopping about in boyish glee and whirling his cana
over his head so excitedly that he broke :
cent pane of glass. “Those flowers will briz
lar apiece! I'll cut a big bunch and take them
town at once, and we'll have beefsteak for di

’ > "3
1t must some of thoss

have

shouted

to-night ! -
When he came home with a pocketbook filled w
money Elsie ]

package and showed her a wax doll most as big as

smiled, but when he opened a large

a res I ‘(‘.1}."\' '~']" went

1 ,

for anything else, but ed up and down

the greenhouse marveling at the wonders

showed everywhere. Pre soon he began to ut
ter exelamations of prodigious astomishment, and
then she {0 mm discoy that things had
happened t startled even the little girl who had

visited ihe magie garden.

There in the corner where last ni

rubber shoes had lain in the mysterious ¢
was growing a tall rubber plant which }

stalk

rubber shoes, erasers, rubber bands, 1
gloves, balls,

et, all sorts of rubber a
She rubbed her eves. They bulged out
she deseried another wonder. A little free bearing
chewing gum stood in the shade of the big rose
bush; and beyoud still a greater marvel, for

and, 1 1

' '
Cies ..

1
for where

an old discarded toothbrush hed been thrown arose
a2 bush bristling with gleaming ivery-handled

brushes! Could aunvthing be astonishing ?
No wonder Grandpa Herold Lad been startled into

outeries,

more

N $
put a step

in the

revealed other surprises. Everywhers

greenhouse where the magie soil happened
of article it had sprouted.

to fall upon sor
shining trowels, there one

any

Here was a tree full of
filled with little tin pailsi over yonder a vine bear-
ing silk purses exactly like the one that Elsie had
carried until it wore out, but cll brand new. Near
the door Grandpa’s old battered silk hat had sprout-
ed a tall hat plant, loaded down with hats of the lat-
est Sty i€ :Hl(} Tht‘l‘('. where ?ilx" ;iﬂ'«"ll, f('('M\,‘ bl‘i",‘::zi‘
had laid down the bread he did not eat, rose a iree
whose branches bore fresh loaves of Vienna bread,
and quickly Elsie turned to see if there was a butter
plant handy!

After everything had been inspected and their
wonder turned into a consideration of what wealth
would flow from these marvels, so +hat Elsie might
wear warm clothing

now go to school, and
(;I';Hul}!;l mi:hr Now ,~m<'1\(' E'M*i en-cent t‘i:;ll'q_
they began to experiment further by planting all
sorts of things in the black soil, and they went to
bed filled with

On the morrow Elsie woke early, but Grandpa was
1 of her, speechless from amazement. Fire-
5 and torpedoes, old ones from last Fourth,
had sprouted into trees; buitons had grown over-
night into button-bearing shrubs with every imag-
mable kind of button on them. Shees, coats,
neckties, coffee pots, plates and lamps grew there!
Handkerchiefs by the dozen, and aprons, eollars and
cuffs: a sausage tree stood beside a palm and ax
eae bush next to a fern. Everything they had
planted had bloomed and fruited over night!

And the most amazing and eecentrie things hap
pened, for these magic trees grew the meost unex
peeted marvel. For instance, an old horseshoc
prmhn-r:‘ a spl'\‘n(“d }mi!‘ <3f lmrs‘l‘-’. (ln;: ('n“;!li
gprouted into beautiful dogs; labels from cans, bot-
tles or hoxes were the seeds of plants producing the

very things named on the labels, and, after a while,

eager expectation.

\they found that they merely had to write the nams

of a thing on a picce cf paper to have it growing
splendidly next morning.

So, as Grandpa had predicted, they became very
wealthy, but they are still as simple, unpretending
and kindly as ever, and every boy and girl can share
with them in the blessings that ecome from this
magic earth, whieh even now they do not know was
the reward of their kindness to tha$ poor, shiv
ering old beggar, who was the mighiy n agician,
Jimgar Dnerram Sdell, of Alazhabad, Persia.

But he knows how it all turned >ut as well as 1,
and he smiles whenever he thinks of Eliie’s amaze-
ment. for he was peeping into the greenouse all

the time ! WALT MeDOUGALL.




